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(MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1875.. 


THE NEW YORK JIEDICO-LEGAL 
\ SOCIETY. 

The rfenual meeting of this society took 
place onVje evening of Thursday, October 
28th, at the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, corner Twenty-third street and 
Fourth avenue, at 8 o’clock, the president, 
Mr. Clark Bell, in the chair. The minutes 
of the previous meeting were read and ap¬ 
proved. The following gentlemen, on re¬ 
commendation of the executive committee, 
were unanimously elected resident members 
of the society: 

Charles M. Hall, Esq.J No. 5 Dey street, 
N. Y.; Hon. Horatio Ballard, Cortland, N. 
Y.; Thomas J. Kush, Esq., 5i Wall street; 
Dr. C. H. Thompson, South Amboy, N. J.; 
Dr. A. E. Macdonald, Ward’s Island. Also, 
on motion of Mr. Max F. Eller, Leo Schwab, 
Esq., 87 Centre street, and Chas. E. Lane, 
Esq., of 99 Nassan street. 

This being the occasion of the annual 
election, the executive committee, through 
the secretary, reported the recommendation 
of the following gentlemen as officers of the 
society for the ensuing year : 

For President , Clark Bell, Esq.; First Vice 
President , T. S. Bahan, M. D.; Second Vice 
President, Mr. Geo. H. Yeaman; Recording 
Secretary, G. W. Wells, M. D.; Assistant Re¬ 
cording Secretary, D. S. Riddle, Esq.; Cor¬ 
responding Secretary, W. A. Hammond, M.D.; 
Treasurer , J. J. Lyons,' Esq.; Librarian, R. 
S. Guernsey, Esq.; Curator and Pathologist, 
Meredith Clyrner, M. D.; Chemist, R. Ogden 
Doretnus, M.D.; Trustees, Prof. L. A Sayre, 
M. D.; J. E. Janvrin, M. D.; F. C. Nye, 
Esq.; J. R. Dos Passos, Esq.; C. S. Wood, 
M.D. 

After a very animated debate (the recom¬ 
mendation of the committee not being acted 
upon), it was moved that the society 
proceed to the next order of business, 
namely, the election of officers for the year 
1875-6. Considerable delay followed in de¬ 
termining whether the officers should be 
voted for seriatim or otherwise. It was 
finally decided that the whole list of officers 
be voted for at once. The inspectors ap¬ 
pointed were Dr. Simon Fitch, Mr. II. F. 
Averill, Dr. J. C. Thomas, and Mr. Francis 
Forbes. The first ballot resulted as fol¬ 
lows : 

For President —T. S. Bahan, 21 ; Clark Bell, 
Esq., 18; Prof. F. H. Hamilton, 10; others 
scattering, no choice. 

First Vice-President —Mr. G. H. Yeaman re¬ 
ceived the highest number of votes, but not 
having the majority of votes cast, a second 
ballot became necessary'. 

Second Vice-President —Dr. R. L. Parsons re¬ 
ceived the highest number of votes, but not 
having a majority of votes cast, a second 
ballot became necessary. 

Recording Secretary —Dr. G. W. Wells 
elected. 

Assistant Recording Secretary— Dr. M. N. 
Miller elected. 

Corresponding Secretary —Dr. Chauveau 
received the highest number of votes, but, 
not having a majority of votes cast, a second 
ballot became necessary. 


Treasurer —Highest number of votes cast 
for Dr. J. E. Janvrin, but for above reason 
a second ballot became necessary. 

Librarian —R. S. Guernsey, Esq., elected. 
No opposing candidate. 

Curator and Pat/vologist —Dr. F. D. Weisse 
received the highest number of votes, but a 
second ballot became necessary for above 
reasons. 

Chemist —R. Ogden Doremus, M.D., 
elected. No opposing candidate. 

Trustees —The following gentlemen, having 
the highest number of votes, were declared 
by Ihe president elected, namely : Dr. C. S. 

B Wood, Dr. J. E. Janvrin, Mr. John R. Dos 
Passos, Dr. Lewis A. Sayre, Dr. John C. 
Peters. 

The second ballot was confined entirely to 
the candidates for president and resulted in 
no choice. The vote stood as follows: Num¬ 
ber of votes cast, 37. Dr. T. S. Bohan, 18; Mr. 
Clark Bell, 14; Dr. F. H. Hamilton, 5. The 
other candidates were not voted upon. 

Before proceeding to the third ballot Mr. 
Bell withdrew his nominatien, and requested 
his friends to cast their votes in favor of 
Prof. Frank H. Hamilton. It was objected 
to, on the ground that Mr. Bell had no right 
to instruct any member how to vote. Mr. 
Bell replied that he did not instruct mem¬ 
bers how to vote. Indeed he did not wish 
to influence them. The nominations were 
before them, and they could vote for whom 
they pleased. He merely' withdrew his name 
in favor of Prof. Hamilton. Mr. Lyons i 

moved an adjournment. It was lost by a 
standing vote—yeas 14, nays 19. The bal- 
lottin.g then proceeded, and the inspectors 
announced the result as follows: Dr. T. S. 
Bahan, 14; Prof. F. H. Hamilton, 20 ; where¬ 
upon Prof. F. H. Hamilton was declared 
duly elected president of the Medico-Legal 
Society of New York for the year 1875-6. 

| The" remainder of the candidates were 
then balloted for and elected, as fol¬ 
lows, the secretary in each case being 
instructed to cast an affirmative ballot 
in behalf of the society, with the exception 
of treasurer: 

First Vice President —Hon. Geo. Tl. Yeaman. 
Second Vice President —Dr. R. L. Parsons. 
Corresponding Sec. —Dr. J. F.Chauveau. 
Curator and Pathologist —Dr. F. D. Weisse. 
Treasurer —The balloting resulted in the 
re-election of Dr. T. S. Bahan. 

On account of the lateness of the hour, the 
second order of business for the evening, as 
announced—namely, the discussion of the 
paper of Professor John Ordronaux—was 
not taken up. The society then adjourned. 

The Executive Board for the ensuing year 
is as follows : President, Dr. F. H. Hamilton; 
First Vice President, Hon. George H. Yeaman ; 
Second Vice President, Dr. R. L. Parsons ; Re¬ 
cording Secretary, Dr. G. W. Wells ; Assistant 
Recording Secretary, Dr. M. N. Miller; Cor¬ 
responding Secretary, Dr. J. F. Chauveau; 
Treasurer , Dr. T. S. Bahan; Librarian, Mr. 
R. S. Guernsey; Curator and Pathologist , 
Dr. Fanuel D. Weisse; Chemist, Dr. R. 
Ogden Doremus ; Trustees, Dr. C. S. Wood, 
Dr. J. E. Janvrin, Mr. John R. Dos Passos, 
Dr. Lewis A. Sayre, D. John C. Peters. 

Members ex-officio being Ex-Presidents 
of the society (Art. YII of the Constitution), 
Dr. Thomas C. Finnell, Mr. J. F. Miller, Dr. 
Stephen Rogers, Mr. Clark Bell. 
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The Medico-Legal Library. 

Mr. Clark Bell, President of the Medico-Legal 
Society of New York, has written an appeal to 
the lawyers and librarians throughout this coun¬ 
try and Europe to contribute either books or cash 
for a complete library of medical jurisprudence. 
The society began in 1872 the organization and 
maintenance of a complete library of all acces¬ 
sible works upon medical jurisprudence in the 
English, French and German tongues, and the 
present appeal is for published proceedings of 
all medical societies of the various Bcates and for 
reports of various asylums. 






TUESDAY, JULY 6, 1875. 


AIDING AND ABETTING SUICIDE. 

In the paper lately read before the Medical 
Library and Journal Association in this city 
by R. S. Guernsey, on “The Penal Laws 
Relating to Suicide in Ancient and in Modern 
Times,” the following is an extract relating 
to this subject: 

“ When 6elf-killing ceases to be entirely 
voluntary; in other words, when it is exe¬ 
cuted under another’s compulsion, then, at 
common law, that other is guilty of homicide, 
though the deceased himself struck the fatal 
blow. 

“Under the New York Revised Statutes 
(2 R. S., 661, § 7) assisting another in com¬ 
mitting self-murder is declared to be man¬ 
slaughter in the first degree. 

“At common law, if a man encourages 
another to murder himself, and he is present 
abetting him while he does so, such man is 
guilty of murder as principal. It is other¬ 
wise, however, at common law when the 
suicide is consummated in the absence of the 
adviser. In such cases, as the adviser is 
only an accessory before the fact, he eannot, 
according to the old technical rule of law, 
be convicted until after a conviction of the 
principal, who, being on this hypothesis 
dead, is out of the reach of legal process. 
This, however, has been in many of the 
States corrected by statute, and where it is 
not, the advising another to commit suicide, 
who afterwards does so, is indictable at 
common law as a misdemeanor. 

“ Under the Anglo-Saxon laws a person 
present at the death of a man who was mur¬ 
dered or had committed suicide was 
regarded as particcps criminis , and as such 
was liable to a line. Every man’s life had 
its value called, a were or capitis estimatio. 
This had been varied at different periods in 
the time of King Athelstan ; in a. d. 926, 
a law was made to settle the were of every 
order of persons in the State. If the fines 
were not paid the punishment was death. 

“ In some countries accessories to suicide 
are punishable, even though suicide itself is 
not a penal offense. 

“Among the German States, Brunswick, 
Thuringia, Baden and Saxony alone punish 
those who are accessories to suicide. The 
penal code of France has no penalty against 
accessories in such cases. The penal code 
of India has a penalty. 

“The general principle of law, however, 
prevails in all civilized countries that when 
any act is declared and punished as a crime, 
aiding and abetting another in it is also 
punishable. This was so under the Roman 
civil law as well as at common law.” 















JYOrEMSESi 30, 1875. 


Valedictory Address 

—BY— 

CLARK BELL, Esq., 

ON RETIRING FROM THE PRESIDENCY. 


Gentlemen and Colleagues: 

The time has come wlieu it becomes my duty to retire from 
the Presidency of the Medico-Legal Society of New York, which 
I have occupied, through your kindness and partiality, for three 
terms. 

Placed in this position, wholly unsolicited and unexpected at 
the outset, the duties of which I assumed with grave misgiv¬ 
ings as to my ability to discharge properly, I have made it my 
earnest endeavor to fill worthily, and so far as lay in my power, 
to discharge its duties impartially. 

Becoming greatly interested in the success and prosperity of 
the Society during these years, so eventful in its history, and 
anxious for a continued era of success in its labors, I can leave 
this chair with tranquillity and satisfaction when I remember 
that the name of my successor is a sure guarantee for your 
future prosperity. 

At the moment when I lay aside these responsible duties, it 
may not be unfitting that brief allusion should be made to some 
of the leading events which have distinguished your labors 
during this period. 

Growth of the Society. —Finding but a few names from 
the legal profession upon your roll of members at the moment 
of my first election, I made such personal efforts as brought 
into the Society some of the most distinguished members of the 
Bar of the City of New York, and made the two professions 
more nearly equal in numbers upon your roll. 

Believing that the usefulness of this Society would be greatly 
enhanced by interesting prominent members of the medical 
profession, from among those especially who had devoted care¬ 
ful study to the subject of Medical Jurisprudence, I labored 
for an increase of membership from this class of the medical 
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profession with such success that but few alienists of promi¬ 
nence or physicians of eminence in this branch can be found in 
the city whose names are not now upon your roll of member¬ 
ship. 

From a small roll of names in 1872, we have swelled the list 
until we now number upwards of 425 members. 

A marked change in another aspect can also be observed in 
this body. Its labors upon the various topics that have occu¬ 
pied your attention have embraced a far wider field, and at¬ 
tained a more complete and thorough publicity than before. 

This has been due to causes which have been two-fold in 
their action: 

1. The public press, animated by a laudable desire to diffuse 
the result of scientific research and inquiry, has with great 
kindness and favor noticed our proceedings with more care and 
fidelity than would be tolerated by merely medical societies; 
and medical men, united here with men of other professions in 
a society which is purely scientific and in no sense a medical 
society, have not been embarrassed in this respect by questions 
arising from publications, especially in the public press, which 
might otherwise have been regarded as objectionable from a 
purely professional and not a scientific standpoint. 

2. The selection by the Society of an organ which has pub¬ 
lished its principal papers, and the republication of all its 
important contributions, not only for the benefit of members, 
but for the public libraries and kindred associations throughout 
the world, have ennobled and dignified the labors of the Soci¬ 
ety ; and these causes have been completely crowned by the 
successful publication of a bound volume of our principal papers 
in a series which cannot fail to be regarded by students of 
Medical Jurisprudence everywhere as a most valuable acquisi¬ 
tion to the contemporaneous literature of our times upon these 
topics. 

The first of these volumes has already appeared from the 
press of McDivitt, Campbell & Co., of No. 79 Nassau street, 
New York, during the year 1874. The second volume, now in 
press and shortly to be issued, will bring the work of the Soci¬ 
ety down to the year 1874, and it will be ready for delivery, as 
our publisher announces, early in February next. 

Library. —Immediately upon assuming the office of Presi¬ 
dent of this body, I ventured to recommend, in my first inaugu¬ 
ral address, the founding of a complete and comprehensive 


Library upon Medical Jurisprudence in this city, under the au¬ 
spices of this (Society, which should afford the student of either 
profession an opportunity of access to all the learning of the 
world upon questions now daily becoming more interesting and 
prominent. 

These recommendations, having met with so cordial an en¬ 
dorsement from the Society, have encouraged me to continue 
the same from time to time, and with such results that we may 
now safely regard the Library as an assured success. 

I have corresponded during the past year with many of the 
public libraries of Europe, and with a large number of the 
booksellers of the Old World, as well as of our own country, to 
secure every accessible work in print, with favorable results. 

I submit herewith an appeal, which, by direction of the Exec¬ 
utive Committee, has been made to the generosity of both the 
professions of Law and Medicine, and which, through the kind 
courtesy of the public press, has been given a wide publicity. 

I also append a list of the contributions which have been 
made to the Library since my last announcement, both in cash 
and in volumes, with the names of the donors, and a statement 
of such purchases as 1 have made for each donor respectively. 

1 must not take leave of this subject, now that I am retiring 
from active participation in this particular held, without thank¬ 
ing the many gentlemen who have encouraged me in this labor 
by their countenance and donations, and especially Mr. David 
Dudley Field, Mr. John H. Watson, Mr. Carlisle Norwood, Jr., 
for their generous gifts 5 Dr. Frederick Billings, of the Surgeon - 
General’s Office, for his valuable exchanges and kind interest, 
and last, Mr. L. Del Monte, for the most valuable single gift 
yet made to the Library, being a complete set of “Annales 
d’Hygiene Publique et de Medicine Legale;” a gift which is of 
great value. 

This gift from a gentleman of culture and taste, not a mem¬ 
ber of this Society, has deeply touched me, and entitles him to 
the thanks and good wishes of every member. I ought to say 
that it has been my earnest wish to create as deep an interest 
in the success of’ the Library in the members of the medical 
profession, as that which has been shown by the legal ; and I 
am not without hope that my honored and talented successor 
will be more successful in that respect than it was possible for 
me to be. If this Society shall credit the retiring administra¬ 
tion with the founding and establishment of such a library, I 
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shall never regret my labors in this chair, nor recur to them 
without honest pride. 

As a means of awakening an interest in both professions .in 
the Society, and of enlarging the sphere of its usefulness in the 
new and comparatively untried fields of labor constantly open¬ 
ing before it, an Annual Dinner was inaugurated in the first 
year of my presidency, with such success and public recogni¬ 
tion that it has been annually repeated, and I hope will remain 
a feature of the Society, to the success of which, so far as 
increase in numerical strength goes, it has notably contributed. 

The Medico-Legal Society of France. — I had the honor, 
in my last inaugural address, to recommend the name of Mon¬ 
sieur J. A. Guerard, late the President of the u Societe de Med¬ 
icine Legale de France” for Honorary Membership in this 
body. The honor, though well deserved, came too late. M. 
Guerard was no more, at the moment of our action, the mourn¬ 
ful intelligence of which had not then reached us. The elo¬ 
quent and touching oration pronounced before the Paris Society 
by that warm personal friend of the deceased, Monsieur T. 
Gallard, Secretary-General of that Society, brings to us a lively 
remembrance not only of what the French Society suffered in 
the loss of their President, but that which the science we are 
organized to investigate sustained throughout the world. 

Volume 3 of the published transactions of the French Society, 
which we have received, illustrates the singular value of the 
labor of the French Society under M. Guerard’s presidency 
during the year 1874, in a series of papers, discussions, and 
reports of cases of great interest, not the least important of 
which is the report by M. Dolbeau to the French Society upon 
the subject of u Chloroform as an Agent in the Commission of 
Crime,” in which the whole subject is critically examined and 
reviewed. The views of our late President, my talented prede¬ 
cessor, Stephen Kogers, M. D., are critically analyzed, and a 
record made of a series of experiments of very great interest 
and value. 

I commend this paper and the subject to your thoughtful 
attention, and recommend that it be made the-subject of critical 
tests by experiment by a Committee of this body. 

The French Society called to the chair, made vacant by the 
death of M. Guerard, one of its most distinguished names, Mon¬ 
sieur Devergie, an Honorary Member of this Society, an author 
of distinguished renown in Forensic Medicine, and a former 
President of that Society. 


An event of great moment to the French Society, contempora¬ 
neous with his inauguration, was the installation of the Society 
in the Palace of Justice in Paris, where it will henceforth hold 
its sessions. 

We can but take a lively interest and feel sincere pleasure at 
these signal marks of the increasing usefulness and power of 
our sister Society of Paris. 

The French Government has placed a high estimate upon 
the usefulness, importance and value of the science of Medical 
Jurisprudence by its action in decreeing that Society necessary 
for the public safety and welfare of France, which the French 
tribunals have wisely followed in providing for its sessions in 
the Halls of Justice. 

Kecommendations. —The advance and progress made by 
this Society make certain changes in its organic law necessary, 
which could not have been contemplated by the earlier framers 
of its code, before the Society had attained that growth and 
importance which has characterized its later labors. 

While the Society is open to men of science in all the pro¬ 
fessions, it is necessarily composed, or is now likely to be, 
mainly of the two professions of Law and Medicine. 

The main labors of the Society, aside from its public discus, 
sions and contributions from members, fall, and very properly, 
upon the Executive Committee, in whom nearly all power is' 
vested. 

The usefulness, the prosperity and permanency of the Society 
therefore depends upon the selection of men of acknowl¬ 
edged and recognized position in their respective professions, 
as members of the Executive or Governing Committee. 

From the medical side, those should be selected who have 
made medical jurisprudence a specialty, and who are recog¬ 
nized authorities and experts in matters of Medical Jurispru¬ 
dence, and the same rule should obtain, though perhaps not so 
strictly, in the other professions. 

The Paris Society have made this the distinguishing feature 
and characteristic of their body, and to this is greatly due their 
wonderful success. 

Again, in selecting members of the Executive or Governing 
Committee, the prosperity and usefulness of the Society depends 
in a large measure, in my judgment, upon selecting, as near as 
may be, an equal number of the officers from each of the pro¬ 
fessions of Law and Medicine. I recommend, therefore, such a 
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change in the Constitution or By-Laws as will provide that at 
least five of the fifteen members of the Executive Committee 
annually elected shall be selected from each of the two profes¬ 
sions of Medicine and Law. 1 also recommend, for the purpose 
of more effectually securing this result, that each office be bal¬ 
loted for separately at the annual election. 

I may say that the most important, the most distinctive fea¬ 
ture of the French Society, is its 

Permanent Commission. —It is composed of the President, 
the Secretary-General, and of nine members, chosen especially 
for their scientific attainments and superior knowledge as 
experts in matters of Medical Jurisprudence, from either pro¬ 
fession. 

These members are elected three each year, are selected witli 
great care from the most eminent names in France in this 
regard, and they hold their office for three years each. 

A majority of this Commission decides a question, and four 
voices are necessary to a quorum. 

This permanent Commission is charged with the solution of 
any question that may come to the body from the Courts or 
other sources during the interim between the sessions of the 
Society, and its action is subordinate to and always under the 
review of the Society itself. 

Its especial value is that it is composed of men of such char¬ 
acter and standing, that its decision upon an obscure question 
of Medical Jurisprudence is of the highest value, and is usually 
conclusive. To this Commission questions arising in the courts, 
in the administration of criminal law, and various other ques¬ 
tions, are constantly referred, and its usefulness and practical 
value cannot be well overestimated. 

M. Devergie, on the occasion of his last assuming the chair 
of the French Society, in speaking of the labors of this Com¬ 
mission and its results, says : 

“We make an appeal, or rather we make an entirely disin¬ 
terested offer to magistrates, to advocates, to medical experts, 
surgeons and chemists, and we say to them, if any difficulty 
presents itself to you in the discharge of your duties, if the solu¬ 
tion of any question embarrasses you, or if you feel any doubts 
upon your mind, come to us, and with a very little delay you 
will receive the response from a body of men accustomed to 
interpret such cases, and deduce their consequences.” He con¬ 
tinues : “ This appeal, gentlemen, has been largely heard in all 
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parts of France. Tribunals, magistrates, advocates or physi¬ 
cians have for six years submitted to us their most difficult 
questions, and in the generality of cases the Society has had 
the good fortune to see its advice taken in the decisions and 
judgments which have been rendered.” 

This is a remarkable statement, and is the testimony of the 
ablest Medico-Legal jurist of France as to the practical value 
of such a properly organized u Permanent Commission.” 

I venture to recommend this subject to your careful consider¬ 
ation, and should regard it as a great advance if such a Com¬ 
mission could be established by this Society, provided such 
safeguards could be thrown around the selection of its members 
as would ensure the selection of men of the highest scientific 
attainments in Medical Jurisprudence. Without that it would 
prove an injury rather than a benefit to the progress of scien¬ 
tific research and truth, which should underlie all your investi¬ 
gations. 

Objects and Aims. —The Medico-Legal Society is and 
should be studiously regarded and kept as a purely scientific 
society. Composed as it must necessarily be of men of various 
professions, united for the common purpose of careful scientific 
research upon abstract scientific questions, it cannot be called 
or regarded in any sense as a Law or Legal Society. 

It is not in any sense, and should never become a Medical 
Society. 

As the Paris Society opened its doors to men of distinction 
and eminence in Philosophy, in Chemistry, in Pharmacy 5 to 
Naturalists, Physicists, Scientists, and even Veterinary Sur¬ 
geons, so have we opened ours, not quite so wide perhaps as 
our Paris confreres , who admit pharmacists and veterinary sur¬ 
geons, but we do admit chemists and scientists, and men of 
eminence in letters, which must be wide enough to take all the 
brain and capacity that can aid us in the careful and scientific 
search after truth. 

Danger would threaten the integrity of this body if any ill- 
advised or thoughtless person should attempt to enforce in it, 
or engraft upon it, on the one hand, any of the usages or ethics 
peculiar to strictly medical societies, which only medical gentle¬ 
men can explain, much less justify; or on the other, any ques¬ 
tions or ethics peculiar to lawyers, as such. 

We escape all these vexed and confusing questions, and our 
permanency and safety lies in standing squarely on the broad 
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platform of a strictly scientific Society, allowing each profession 
to govern itself, outside of our Society, in its own way and 
manner. • 

I shall leave to my honored successor the discussion upon 
the advancement which is being made in the various fields of 
scientific research and inquiry, and shall pass without comment 
the various topics upon which I have freely spoken to you on 
other occasions. 

Your interests in these important regards could not be placed 
in abler or safer hands, and he will bring to the discharge of 
the duties of this chair a ripe experience, which cannot fail 
to add lustre to your Society under his skilful direction. 

In conclusion, let me thank 3011 , one and all, for that kind 
and cordial support which has been constantly extended to me 
upon this floor, and in all the varied duties of this chair, and 
which I shall never forget. 

It is not unlikely that in so extended a term of service I may 
have given offence or have made mistakes. If so, I know of no 
more fitting occasion than the present to express my regret, 
and to assure all that it has not been intentional, and to re¬ 
quest that it should be overlooked and forgotten. 

And now, permit me to congratulate you, gentlemen, and the 
Medico-Legal Society of New York, upon that peculiar good for¬ 
tune which enabled you to secure as your President, for the 
ensuing year, Prof. Frank H. Hamilton, who has won his way 
by an industry equaled only by his ability, into the very front 
rank of his profession, whose name is an authority upon his 
specialty wherever the English language is spoken, whose writ¬ 
ings have met the critical approval of the students and savans 
of modern scientific research in all countries, and whose suc¬ 
cesses in his professional life are not greater than the talent he 
has shown in the chair of the professorship of his choice. 

It was meet and proper that such a man should be chosen 
as the President of this Society; and it is a source of the high¬ 
est pleasure and personal gratification to myself that you have 
so generously seconded my own wishes in transferring the 
honors of this distinguished position into such worthy and 
capable hands. 


THE APPEAL. 


Office of the President of 

The Medico-Legal Society of New York, 
120 BROADWAY, 

New York, October, 1815. 

The Medico-Legal Society of New York lias voluntarily assumed the 
labor of organizing and maintaining a complete Library of all accessible works 
upon Medical Jurisprudence—especially in the English, French and German 
tongues. 

This labor, commenced in 1872, is fairly inaugurated, and may be claimed to have 
proven a success; and it only remains to call the attention of members of the pro¬ 
fessions of Law and Medicine in the United States to the claims and merits of the 
enterprise, to insure its complete accomplishment in the very near future. 

There is not at the present time any notable collection of such works in the 
United States. The great Law Libraries in the City and State of New York, and 
indeed in the United States, have only a few standard works of this character, 
and there in no reason to suppose any change is likely to occur presently in this 
regard. The Medical Libraries of the Nation are nearly as poor as the Law 
Libraries in works upon Medical Jurisprudence. The Library of the Surgeon- 
General at Washington, D. C., under its present intelligent and enterprising man¬ 
agement will, I am glad to be able to state, probably show a memorable improve¬ 
ment in this respect in future, as it is the present purpose to add largely of this 
class of works to that very valuable collection. 

The great value to both professions of a collection which shall embrace every 
known work upon Medical Jurisprudence, for reference alone, cannot well be 
over-estimated, and the growing importance of the subject, coupled with the great 
fact that such a Library does not exist upon this Continent, suffices to commend 
the purposes and aims of this Society to every thoughtful member of either pro¬ 
fession. 

Such a Libraray could not well be called complete uuless it contained, besides 
all the works extant on the subjects embraced within the whole realm of Medical 
Jurisprudence: 

1st. The proceedings of all the Medical Societies of the various States, because 
their proceedings contain, in many instances, papers and discussions of the 
highest value upon these topics, which can only bo reached through these 
very published transactions. 

2d. The Reports of the various Asylums for the several States of the Union, as 
well as those of England and the Continental countries, and the Reports of 
Legislative Committees or State Officials upon the subject of the Insane, 
Insane Asylums, or kindred topics. 



3d. Those papers, pamphlets or publications contributed by either profession, 
which, published by societies or individuals, are inaccessible to the student 
or the practitioner, except through the aid of such a library. 

The Executive Committee of the Medico-Legal Society believe that it will be 
only necessary to remind the members of the Legal and Medical professions of the 
existence of such a resolute and determined effort on the part of this Society to 
insure an early completion of its labors. 

This Society, by a general resolution, unanimously adopted, voluntarily assumed 
the obligation on the part of each of its members of contributing one volume per 
annum to this Library. A membership which has grown from a small list to up¬ 
wards of four hundred in three years, and which bids fair to be the strongest, 
numerically, of any of the kindred Societies, makes this means alone likely, in time, 
to furnish a collection of great value. Liberal contributions of money have also 
been made by individual members, which have been invested by the undersigned 
in volumes, obtained by correspondence with all the dealers and most of the 
Librarians of such works throughout the world. 

A Catalogue of the names of all works ever published on these subjects is in 
course of preparation by members of this Society, is now far advanced towards 
completion, and the time has now come, in the judgment of the management of 
this Society, when it is justified in making this statement and appeal to all those 
who feel an interest in such a movement, to help it by contributions of cash or 
volumes to the collection. 

If money is contributed it will be expended for volumes, on which the donor’s 
name will be inscribed, and the annual statement of the Society will announce the 
names of the donors of cash, or of volumes, with the names of such volumes as 
are contributed. 

It is proposed, in case a contribution is made by any person not a member of 
this Society, which is acceptable to and is received by the Society, that such con¬ 
tributor shall have the right of access to the Library for refererence, under such 
rules and regulations as the Society shall from time to time establish. 

The Equitable Life Assurance of New Y ork has kindly offered to furnish a 
home for this Library, in their now and elegant building, which offer is now under 
consideration by this body. 

The aims and claims of the enterprise are respectfully commended to Librarians 
of the various Libraries of this country and of Europe, who are invited to exchange 
works or pamphlets on these subjects for the publications of this Society, the 
greater part of which can only be thus obtained, and are not for sale by dealers. 

The undersigned, in the name of the Medico-Legal Society of New York, begs 
to thank the public press of the city and country for the kind aid heretofore given 
to second the Society’s efforts to form and establish this Library, which have so 
largely contributed to its past success, and through whose courtesy and active aid 
this appeal can only be made successful and complete. 

Contributions may be made either through the Librarian, R. S. Guernsey. Esq., 
No. 150 Broadway, or the undersigned, at No. 120 Broadwa}', New York. 


CLARK BELL. 


LIST OF DONORS 


TO THE 

LIBRARY OF THE 

Medico-Legal Society 

For the Year ending November , 1875. 


-► <#>■<- 

MONE Y. 


J. E. JANVRIN, M. D., .... $10 

AUSTIN ABBOTT, .... 10 

JOHN S. LAWRENCE, .... 15 

Hon. GEO. B. BRADLEY, ... 10 

JOHN SIIEADY, Esq., .... 10 

W. B. WINTEKTON, .... 10 

IT. RAPHAEL, M. D., .... 3 

D. B. WILLIAMS, Esq., ... 15 

M. B. DuBOIS, M. D., ... . . 10 


The following volumes have also been donated to or purchased by me 
for the Library of the Society since my last announcement in 1874 : 

J. E. JAMISON, M. D. 

Dr. L. Poppenheim’s Handbucli der Sanitatz-Polizei (Zvveite Auflage), 
Zvveiter Band, A-Gr & H. 2 vols. Valuable. 

Catalogue des Instruments de Laboration, par Y. Wiesnegg, Paris, 1874. 

1 vol. 

ELSWORTH ELIOT, M. D. 

1 vol. Tracts on Medical Jurisprudence. 

SOCIETE MEDICINE LEGALE DE FRANCE. 

Transactions for the year 1872. 1 vol. 

I). S. RIDDLE, Esq. 

Practishes Handbucli der Gericlitlicher Medicin. By Johann L. Casper. 

2 vols. Very valuable. 

Hon. GEORGE H. YE AM AN. 

Haeser.—Greschichte der Epidemischen Krankheiten. 1 vol. 
Kuehenmeister.—Allgemein, Zeitschrift Epidemiologie. 1 vol. 
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james h. mcdowell, m. d. 

Handbuch der Oeffentlichen Gesundheitspflege in Oesterreich. By Adolf 
Schauenstein. 1 vol. 

Die Yergiftnngen. By Tardieu. 1 vol. 

E. C. HARWOOD, M. D. 

Lelirbuch der Geschiehte der Medicin. By H. Haeser. 1 vol. 

Nouveau Traite. des Yices Rehibitdires. By Ch. M. Galissot. 1 vol. 
Attentats aux Moeurs. By Tardieu. 1 vol. 

Des Maladies Simulees. By Boisseau. 1 vol. 

W. B. WINTERTON, Esq. 

De la Folie. Bv 0. H Mare. 2 vols. 

Marco.—Folic des Femmes Enceinte. 1 vol. 

Acli Foville Ills.—Moyens Pratiques deCeruballre ITvrognerie. 1 vol. 

Paul Gutterbock.—Yerletzungcn des Halses. 1 vol. 

H. M. SPRAGUE, M. D. 

Max Lendesdorf.—Nachrichten, vols. 4 and 7. 2 vols. 

Reich.—Ursachen und Verhutung. 1 vol. 

Roller. — Psychiat Zeitfragen. 1 vol. 

Dr. C. P. TUCKER. 

Parent.—Duchatelet de la Prostitution. 2 vols. 

Transit Irresein. 1 vol. 

Ullersbergers.—“ Urne oder Grab.” 1 vol. 

JOIIX H. WATSON. 

Hachkel.—Anthropogenie. 1 vol. 

Schauenstein.—Gerichtliche Medicin. 1 vol. 

Oesterlein.—Die Seuchen. 1 vol. 

Schurmayer.—Gerichtliche Medicin. 1 vol. 

. Duflos.—Handbuch der Gerichtliche Chemischen Analyse. 1 vol. 
Trebuchet. — Jurisprudence de la Medicin. 1 vol. 

MORITZ EL LINGER. 

Remarkable Trials. 1 vol. 

JOHN LOCHNER, M. D. 

Kralft-Ebing.—Criminal Psychologie. 1 vol. 

Guntner.—Handbuch der Gerichtlichen Psychologie. 1 vol. 

Knapp.—Bevolkerungs Wechsels. 1 vol. 

Yirchow.—Einfliisse der Schulen. 1 vol. 

Legrand du Salle.—Yorlesungen. 1 vol. 

DAVID DUDLEY FIELD. 

Friedberg.—Vergiftung durch Kohlendunst. 1 vol. 

Zeitschrift fur Brologie. 1 vol. 

Schiile.—Sechonsergebruisse der Geisteskrangen. 1 vol. 

Lucas.—L’Heredite Naturelle. 2 vols. 

Beneke.—Mortalitats Statistik. 1 vol. 

Loir—L’ Etat Civil. 1vol. 

Livre.—Medicinal und Sanitats-Polizei. 2 vols. 

Amette.—Code Medical. 1 vol. 

ELY VANDERWARNER, M. D. 

The Trial of Henderson. 1 vol. 

MAN F. ELLER, 

Feurbach.—Peinliches Recht. 1 vol. 
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MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO. 

Mortuary Report Statistics. 1 vol. 


1875 . 

JOHN SHRADY, M. I). 

Finkelnburg.—Gesundheitspfi Englands. 1 vol. 

Piehler.—Gericlitliche Medizin. 1 vol. 

Buchner.—Lehrb. der Gerichtliche Medicin. 1 vol. 

Passauer.—Kxanthum Typhus. 1 vol. 

Tardieu.—La Pendaison. 1 vol. 

Leuffen.—Leichen Untersueh. 1 vol. 

GEO. B. BRADLEY. 

Liman.—Geisteszustande v. Gericht. 1 vol. 

Krahiner.—Staats-Arzneskunde. 1 vol. 

Wundebar.—Staatsarzneik Gerichtlische Medicin. 1 vol. 

Tardieu.—L’Avortement. 1 vol. 

Friedberg.—Gesundheitspflege. 1 vol. 

Penard.—D’Attentats aux Moeurs. 1 vol. 

Fabret.—Gefahrl Geisgeskr. 1 vol. 

J. E. JAN VEIN, M. D. 

Zacchias.—Questions Medico-Legales. 1 vol. 

Annales d’FIygiene Publique et de Medicine Legale. 1874. Nos. 16 and 
17. 2 vols. 

Annales d’Hygiene Publique et de Medicine Legale. 2d Series, 1875. 1 

vol. 

CHAS. E. DENHARD, M. D. 

Storer & Beard on Criminal Abortion. 1 vol. 

Robinson on the Circulation of the Blood. 1 vol. 

Turton’s Medical Glossary. 1 vol. 

JOHN FRIEDRICH, M. D. 

Chemie and Microskoy. By Dr. Mark A. Hoefle. 1 vol. 

Paris Pharmacologie. 1 vol. 

J. F. CHAU YE AU, M. D. 

Medicine Legale. By Devergie. 2 vols. 

THE SOCIETE de MEDICINE LEGALE de FRANCE. 

Installation de la Societe an Palais Justice. 1 pamphlet. 

Notes and Observations de Medicine Legale. Par T. Gallard. 1 pamphlet. 
Transactions for year 1873. 1 vol. 

DAVID DUDLEY FIELD. 

Catalogue Generale des Livres de Medicine. .T. B. Balliere et Ills. 1 vol. 
Medicine Legrale Criminelle (Poitroux). 1 vol. 

Medicine Legale (J. P. Lloffbauer et Chambeyron). 1 vol. 

Psychischen Krankheiten, von Kraift-Ebing. 1 vol. 

Fitzig.—Untersuchungen. 1 vol. 

Herman.—Lehrbuch. 1 vol. 

Handbuch.—Militaire Sanitatz. 5 vols. 

Hettich.—Medezinluxsen. 1 vol. 

JOHN H. WATSON. 

Competence des Medicines, Regnault. 1 vol. 

Homicide Real ou Simile. Par Acquie. 1 vol. 

Delire. Par Aeges. 1 vol. 

Medicine Legale (Desmartes). 1 vol. 
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Peine de Mort (Despres). 1 vo]. 

Allgem.—Ztscher Psyehiatx, vol. 6. 

Oapellman.—Occissone (foetus). 1 vol. 

Friedburg.—Zerechts-Gutochad. 1 vol. 

Kraft-Ebing.—Leh-derger Psycho. 1 vol. 

Pichler and Kraus.—Compendium. 1 vol. 

Hirt.—Kranklieiten der Arbeiter. 2 vols. 

Kuchenmeister.—Feurbisatling. 1 vol. 

Redlield on Wills. 1 vol. 

Buckingham on Drunkenness. 1 vol. 

, Otto.—Ausmittelung der Gifte. 1 vol. 

R. S. GUERNSEY. 

Instructions for taking Census of 1875. 1 vol. 

Mortality Statistics, Census of 1850. 1 vol. 

Adulteration of Liquors, with a description of the Poisons used in their 
manufacture. By James B. Dunn. 1 pamphlet. 

Physiological Action of Alcohol. By Henry Munroe, M. D. 1 pamphlet, 
Is Alcohol Food ? By Dr. F. R. Lees. 1 pamphlet. 

Is Alcohol a Necessary of Life ? By Henry Munroe, M. D. 1 pamphlet. 
Bound and How; or, Alcohol as a Narcotic. By Clias. Jewett, M. D. I 
pamphlet. 

Dr, WM. M. MoLAKY. 

A Physician’s Problems. 1 vol. 

R. R. McILVAINE, M. D. 

Ohio Statistics of 1872. I vol. 

M. B. DuBOIS, M. D. 

L’Empoisonement (Tardieu). 1 vol. 

Compendium der Gerichtlichen Arzneikuude. Ferdinand Hauska. 1 vol. 
Die Sanitaren Yerlialtnisse. By John Hammersmied. 1 vol. 

Medicina Forensis (Bergman). 1 vol: 

Focke.—Iwenwesen und Unwesen. 1 vol. 

Hirst.—Kranklieiten der Arbeiter. 1 vol. 

Mayer.—Hallucinationen und Illusionen. 1 vol. 

Handbuch d’Arz. Dienstes. 1 vol. 

FRANCIS H. WEISMANN, M. D. 

Boundaries of the State of New York. Yol. 1. 

Journal of the American Geographical Society of New York for 1872. 
Yol. 4. 

D. S. RIDDLE, Esq. 

Tardieu.—Dictionair d’Hygiene. 4 vols. 

G. W. WELLES, M. D. 

Borderlands of Insanity. 1 vol. 

Editors of “ THE NATION.” 

Psychologie Naturelle. P. Drepine. 

Alidnes et Criminelles. Paris, 1868. 3 vols. 

W. B. WINTERTON, Esq. 

Drift of Medical Philosophy (Gorton). 1 vol. 

H istory of Medical Delusions (Hooker). 1 vol. 

Treatment of Insanity, etc. (Galb). 1 vol. 

Hospitals and Surgeries of Paris (Stewart). 1 vol. 

Holgensdorf.—Todesstrasse. 1 vol. 
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Dr. E. H. M. SILL. 

Intermarriage (Walker). 1 vol. 

Spermatorrhoea (Lattemord). 1 vol. 

Taylor on Poisons. 1 vol. 

Pharmacy (Parrish). 1 vol. 

Dr. P. E. DONLIN. 

Parsons on Contracts. 1 vol. 

Wade.—Code relating to the Poor. 1 vol. 

MAX E. ELLER. 

Les Codes Francais, in miniature. 1 vol. 

0. 0. HINE, Esq. 

The Insurance Monitor (1869). Yol. XVII. 1vol. 

MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO. 

Mortuary Reports and Statistics. 1 vol. 

Accidents, Emergencies and Poisons. 1 vol. 

Care of the Sick. 1 vol. 

WM. SHEADY. 

Insurance Monitor (Jan. and Feb., 1810). 2 pamphlets. 

JOHN M. WOODWORTH. 

Supervising! Surgeon-General, Treasury Dep’t, 

Washington, D. C. 

Annual Report Supervising Surgeon for 1813. 1 vol. 

“ “ “ “ 1814. 1 vol. 

Nomenclature of Diseases. 1 vol. 

Cholera Epidemics in the United States. 1 vol. 

Migrants and Sailors and Public Health. 1 pamphlet. 

Sailors as Propagators of Disease. By Heber Smith, M. D. “ 

Yellow Fever Studies. By J. M. Toner, M. D. “ 

Yellow Fever of 1813. By J. M. Woodworth, M. D. “ 

Hospitals and Hospital Construction. By J. M. Woodworth. 

Prof. FRANK H. HAMILTON. 

Treatise on Fractures and Dislocations. 5th ed. Now in process of trans¬ 
lation into German. 831 pp. octavo. 

General Treatise on Surgery. 2d ed. 943 pp. octavo. 

Treatise on Military Surgery and Hygiene. 640 pp. octavo. 

United States Sanitary Commission Surgical Memoirs. 2 vols. 1100 pp. 
octavo. 

JOHN EATON. 

Commr. Bureau of Education, Dep’t of the Interior. 

Reports of Bureau of Education, 1810 to 1813. 4 vols. 

Circulars of Information, Bureau of Education. 2 vols. 

“ “ “ Aug., 1810 and March, 1812. 2 vols. 

“ “ “ Nos. 1 to 1, Series of 1815. 1 vols. 

KAY & BROTHER, Publishers, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Wharton & Stille.—Medical Jurisprudence. Last edition. 3 vols. 

SURGEON-GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES. 

By Dr. Frederick Billings, Washington, D. C. 

Report of Board of Managers of the State Lunatic Asylum, Missouri, 1855. 
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Dissertatio inauguralis medica sistem Qumstiones Medico Forenses Prob- 
lematicas de Superfactatione in Foro Disudicanda. Author, F. Hen- 
kelman. Berlin, 1831. 

Dissertatio Solennis medica PerversaJudicia de Medicis et mediciha. 

Dissertatio inauguralis medica de Parla serotina in MedicinaForensi Temere 
rec alSrmando nec negando. 

Dissertatio inauguralis medico Forensis sistens experimenta circa submer- 
sos in aniinalibus instituta. 

Dissertatio inauguralis medico Forensis de via ac ratione, qua morbi simu- 
lati deprehendi possuit. 

Report of Trustees of State Lunatic Hospital at Taunton, for year ending 
November 30th, 1854. Second, 1855. Third, 1856. Fourth, 1857. 
Sixth, 1859. Seventh, 1860. Eighth, 1861. Ninth. 1862. Tenth, 
1863. Eleventh, 1864. Twelfth, 1865. Thirteenth, 1866. Four¬ 
teenth, 1867. Fifteenth, 1868; and Sixteenth, 1869. 

Pauper Lunatics and their Treatment. By J. H. Stallard. London, 1870. 

Thirtieth Annual Report of the Trustees and Officers of the Central Ohio 
Lunatic Asylum for 1868. 

Annual Report of Trustees and Officers of Longview Asylum to the 
Governor of Ohio for 1860. 

Fifth and Eleventh Annual Report of the Directors and Officers of Long¬ 
view Asylum for 1864-1870. 

Report of Directors and Superintendent of the Insane Asylum of North 
Carolina for year ending October 31st, 1874. 

Ninth Annual Report of Trustees and Officers of the Southern Ohio Lunatic 
Asylum to the Governor of Ohio. 1863. 

Biennial Report of the Directors and Nineteenth Annual Report of the 
Superintendent of the Insane Asylum of the State of California, 
1871.' 

Biennial Report of Directors and Twenty-first Annual Report of the 
Superintendent of the Insane Asylum, State of California. 1873. 

Sixth Biennial Report of Trustees, Superintendent and Treasurer of the 
Hospital for the Insane at Mount Pleasant, Iowa, for the years 1870 
and 1871. 

Tenth Annual Report of the Medical Superintendent of the Provincial 
Hospital for the Insane. Halifax, Nova Scotia. 1868. 

Fourth Biennial Reports of the Trustees, Treasurer, Superintendent and 
Physician of the Tennessee Hospital for the Insane. 1859. 

Eighth, Twelfth, Eleventh, 1862, 1865, 1866. 

Third, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Tenth, Eleventh and Twelfth Annual Re¬ 
ports of Trustees and Officers of Northern Ohio Lunatic Asylum for 
the years 1857, 1860, 1861, 1862, 1864 and 1865. 

Third, Seventh, Ninth, Tenth and Thirteenth Annual Reports of Trustees 
of State Lunatic Hospital at Northampton, for years 1858, 1862, 1864 
and 1865. 

Fourth, Fifth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, Tenth, Twelfth, Thirteenth and 
Third Annual Reports of Trustees of State Lunatic Hospital at Wor¬ 
cester, for years 1835, ’36, ’37, ’39, ’40, ’41, '42, ’44 and ’45. 

Report of Board of Visitors and Superintendent of the Boston Lunatic 
Hospital for 1850. 

The Twenty-eighth, Thirty-third, Thirty-first and Thirtieth Annual Re¬ 
ports of the Officers of the Retreat for the Insane at Hartford, Conn., 
years 1852, ’54, ’55, ’57, ’58, ’60, ’61 and ’62. 

Report of Directors of the Connecticut Retreat for the Insane, 1840. 

Eighteenth, Thirty-sixth, Thirty-fourth, Thirty-seventh and Thirty-eighth 
Annual Report of the Officers of the Retreat for the Insane at Hart¬ 
ford, Conn., 1862. 

Annual Report of the Trustees and Superintendent of the State Lunatic 
Hospital of Pennsylvania, 1860. 
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Practical Instruction in Animal Magnetism, from tlie French, with notes 
by the Translator, referring to cases in this country. 183*7. 

Report of the Standing Committee on Public Health and Legal Medicine of 
the New York Academy of Medicine. 1852. 

Prize Essay on Ardent Spirits and its Substitutes. Washington, 1837. 

Report of Strychnia, its physiological properties and chemical detection, 
Philadelphia, 1856. 

Ueberdie Rechtskraft in allegmeinen und insbesondere bei interlotorischen. 
Erkenntuissen. By Carl Friderich. 

De Lege Regia. By Joannes Baptista Liessem. 

Prolegomena ad Res Ach;eorum quibus mythica Argolidis Historic Primor- 
dia Breviter Adumbrauter. By Michael Lininus. 

De Origine et Fatis Corporis quod 168, Novellis Constitutionibus Constat. 
By Gustavus Ernestus Heimbach. 

Nova Argumentorum Pro Dei Existentia Expositio. By Gustavus Adol¬ 
phus Fricke. 

De Sacorum Privatorem Mortui Continuandorum A pud Romanus Necessi¬ 
tate. By Dr. Carolus Guilelmus Ernestus Heimbach. 

De Carolo Magno Literarum Fantore Dissertationem. By Fridericus 
Lorentz. 

Summatius Cognoscere quid et quale Fuerit apud Romanus. By Hans 
Karl Briegleb. 

Quaestiones Siliame. By Guilelmus Cosack. 

Commentatio. By Christoph Adolph de Scheur. 

Memoriam Anniversariam perillvstris Domini Rudolphi Ferdinandi. By E. 
Ludewig. 

Dissertatio Juridica inauguralis de Servilute Poenae. By Fredericus 
Robertus van Lathum. 

De Morvm vi ad sevsvm Pvlchritvdiuis qvam artes sectantvr Prolvio qva ad 
avdinendam orattonem. By Christ. Gottlieb Hevne. 

De Fundamento Agendi. By Henricus Eduardus Minckwitz 

De Sibyelis. By Georg. Henr. Fr. Heidbreede. 

Ueber den Yermgenserwerb des Cridors. By Herrmann Maier. 

De Atheniensivm Actionibvs Forensibvs. By Carolvs Edvardvs Otto. 

De Praecipvo Rationis in Forman dis Hominvm Moribvs vsv pavcadisserit. 
By Joannes Friedericvs Maive. 

Qvem frvctvm (Economia Politica Capiat ex des descriptione civivm ad 
ipsivs vsvs accommodata. By Carolo Gotfrido Schreitero. 

Disputatio Juridica inauguralis de Jure Collationis. By Johannes Theo- 
dorus van Lathum. 

De Hippodromo Olympiaco dissertatis. By Godofredo Hermanno. 

Regii Seminarii Philological insta vrationem. By Godofredvs Hermanvs. 

ELY VANDERWARKER, M. D. 

People vs. Lindsay. 1 vol. 

Dr. H. RAPHAEL. 

Beitrage. By Phil, and Fred. Flack. 1 vol. 

Gen. JOHN COCHRANE. 

Bancroft Races. 3 vols. 

Hon. G. J. TUCKER. 

Tucker’s Surrogate Reports. 1 vol. 

Will of Edwin P. Christy. 1 vol. 

L. MULOT, M. D. 

Medicinische-Wissenchaften. 1 vol. 

D. B. WILLIAMS, Esq. 

Handbuch der Medecinischen Statistik-Oesterten. 2 vols. 
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La Folie Alenation Mentale (Georget). 1 vol. 

Infanticide (Tardieu). 1 vol. 

Haesen.—Lelirbuch der Geschichte der Meda. 4 vols. 

Erlenmeyer.—Nebersieht. 1 vol. 

E. C. HARWOOD, M. D. 

Transactions of the International Medical Congress at Brussels, Belgium. 
1875. 1 vol. 
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Through the kindness of Dr. G. S. Winston, 

Chief of Medical Bureau. 


Unbound. 


Medical Times and Gazette. 
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1871. 

1872. 
1878. 


“ “ “ 1874. 

St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal. 1873. 

Richmond and St. Louis Medical Journals, vols. 15 and 16. 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 1873. 

“ “ “ “ 1874. 


Chicago Medical Journal. 1873. 

The New York Medical Journal (six Nos.). 1873. 
London Lancet. 1871. 


CLARK BELL. 

Die Medicinal Gesetzgebuug des Preussischen Staats. Dr. G. M. Keitke. 
Band 1. Heft. 1-10. 7 vols. 

De l’Asphasie, siege des lesions encephaliques. Dr. T. Gallard. 1 vol. 

Les Medicines et les cies d’assurancc sur la vie. Dr. T. Gallard. 1 vol. 
Affaire Barbinas (poisoning case). Dr. Emery Coderre. 1 vol. 

Examen en el d’Anais : Toussaint. Dr. Emery Coderre. 1 vol. 

Choix de questions med. leg. lrl. livrairiu. Drs. Henry Dumont and Pli. 
Serrat, Avocat. 1 vol. 

Case of Poisoning by Hemlock. Dr. I. H. Bennet. 1 vol. 

Viabilite chez les nouveau-nes. Dr. Gerypere. 1 vol. 

Refutation de la Consultation Medicina Legale; Manage in extremis de 
Achille Humbert. By Tardieu and Lasegne. 1 vol. 

Di Prichiatria forense. Nota del Prof. Guisseppe Zuno. 1 vol. 

Tourdes sur une blessure d’an revolver. 1 vol. 

Accidents par la Foudre. G. Tourdes. 1 vol. 

Presence des poisons minereaux dans le system nerveur. Ronclier. 1 vol. 
Commentaire sur les Articles 1974 and 1975 du Code Civil. Affections 
cerebrale le join de la parration du contrat, etc. M. Pecholier. I vol. 
Prop’n rel. aux rapports des medicins avec les compagnies d’assurances sur 
la vie. Dr. Montard-Martin. 1 vol. 

Della igiene pubblica, della polizia medica, della medicina legale. B. 
Monti. 1 vol. 

Tourdes des blessures de 1’Artfte, mammaire interne. 1 vol. 

Tourdes examen med. leg. d’une presumption de tentative d’homicide. 1 
vol. 

Analyse des Arsen in gerichtlichen Fallen. Bousels. 1vol. 

Liberte di l’Ensignment medical. Halmagrand. 1 vol. 

De la rage, curabilite traitement. Decroix. 1 vol. 

De 1’Ensignement de la medicine legale. Tourdes. 1 vol. 

Rel’n mep. des Asphyxies (Gaz.) Tourdes. 1 vol. 

Wohunng und Betrageu der Praiser Arbeiter. I vol. 

Empoisonnement par la Strychnine. Z. Roussin. 1 vol. 

Memoire sur la Coralline. Z. Roussiu. 1 vol. 

Contribution a l’histoire des monstruoites. Maurice Dangier. 1 vol. 
Memoire sur l’cxamen microscopique. Charles Robin et Ambroise Tardieu. 
1 vol. 
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Reflections apropros du secret medical du mariage. J. P. Abel Jeaudet. 1 
vol. 

Consultation medico legal sur un cas d’amputation de cuisse. By M. 
Chaussier. 1 vol. 

Rapport medico legal sur un maladie Simula. Ledain et Canne. 1 vol. 
Etude Hygienique sur la profession de Mouleuer en cuivre. Ambroise 
Tardieu. 1 vol. 

Examen microscopique du sperme desseche sur le linge. Henri L. Bayard. 
1 vol. 

De la necessite des etudes pratiques en medicine legale. Henri L. Bayard. 
1 vol. 

Projet de construction du Nouvel Hotel-Dieu de Paris. Ambroise Tardieu. 
1 vol. 


AUSTIN ABBOTT, Esq. 

Med. Leg. del idertite (Tardieu). 1 vol. 

L. Affaire Armande (Tardieu). 1 vol. 

La Folie (Tardieu). 1 vol. 

Les Alemes (Ach. Foville). 1 vol. 

Robertson’s Commentaries. 1 vol. 

Walbaum.—Sanitats Plege. 1 vol. 

E. T. S. ARNOLD, M. D. 

Case Criminal Poisoning, Oxalic Acid. 1 vol. 

Jacquier.—Suicide by Strangulation. 1 vol. 

Touloumoche.—Medicine Legale. 1 vol. 

Tardieu.—Empoisonnement. 1 vol. 

Borchard.—Observations Med. Leg. 1 vol. 

Medical Legal Papers. 1 vol. 

Med. Journal for 1874. 1 vol. 

Halmagard.—Considerations Med. Leg. 1 vol. 
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THURSDAY EVENING; MARCH 16. 

Its Justification toy tiae Ancient 
Ptailosoplsers. 

The Modern Plea of Insanity. 


HEREDITARY PRED3SF0SITI0S V CAUSE. 


The History of Some Remarkable Cases. 

There is scarcely a day that the public jour¬ 
nals do not chronicle one or more cases of suicide 
and this predisposition to self-slaughter, 
■which was formerly confined principally 
to our foreign population, is becom¬ 
ing quite a common affair among oar 
native born people, and many of the cases with 
the latter class are of the most Horrifying de¬ 
scription. Medical science has been searching 
out the cause of this prevalence of suicide, and 
it has been determined that in the majority of 
■cases it is hereditary insanity, and that the vic¬ 
tim to self-murder, the same as the victim to 
drunkenness, has had this predisposition trans¬ 
mitted to him from his progenitors. 

Modern science has destroyed many of the pet 
theories of the Ancients, and among them their 
theory of suicide. The ancient philosophers, so 
far as looking upon suicide as an evidence of 
insanity, considered it a manifestation of the 
strength of the intellectual faculties, and ob¬ 
served that since “neither the infants, nor boys, 
nor lunatics fear death, it is shameful if reason 
will not inspire that indifference which folly 
commands.” Piato said the act should be com- j 
mitted only under the visitation of great sorrow, 
inevitable misfortune, shame and extreme pov¬ 
erty. — 

Pliny, the elder, was an advocate of suicide, 
and blessed the benevolence of Mother Earth, 
who, in compassion to human miseries, has 
placed in the hand of man so many poisons 
which would deprive him of life without pain. 
It is therefore clear,from these various doctrines, 
held forth at various periods, that suicide was 
considered to be permitted by the Deity under 
peculiar circumstances, and we have reason to 
believe, from the records of ancient history, 
that it was seldom resorted to except undor the 
influence of misery and superstition; but it was 
never maintained for one moment that self-de- 
struotion was an act of insanity. In the present 
day and generation, however, science has pro¬ 
nounced it to be the result of hereditary insani¬ 
ty, in most cases, and that the period ot the at¬ 
tack of the disease depends upon circumstances 
attending the life of the victim. The Christian 














Church has pronounced against suicide as an un¬ 
pardonable sin, and in the early days of the 
Church the bodies of suicides were refused 
Christian burial, but in this enlightened age we 
are more charitable, especially as in the princi¬ 
pal case's recorded, there seems to be no ques¬ 
tion as to the insanity of persons committing the 
act. 

It is true, where we attribute insanity to the 
self-slayer there is a stigma cast not only upon 
the dead but upon the living ; for if the com¬ 
mission of suicide be an act of lunacy, the sur¬ 
viving family of the deceased must be considered 
as predisposed to insanity, and to shield its 
memory from the charge of cowardice, and a 
defiance of divine and human laws, its innocent 
and already injured offspring and relations are 
to be exposed to the sad report of being mem¬ 
bers of a family subject to mental hallucina¬ 
tions. We have now the recollection of three 
brothers who have inherited this terrible 
predisposition to commit suicide, in fact, two of 
them have already suffered the penalty. The 
first brother, one night after he had closed his 
place, a few years since, and after bidding his 
friends his usual good night, turned the gas off 
and hanged kimsolf behind his bar, and his dead 
body was found the next morning with the face 
horribly oaten by the rats, and presenting a most 
frightful spectacle. The second brother, who 
had been well known in our local politics and 
once elected an Alderman, two Summers since, 
went to a secluded place some distance beyond 
one of the well known Summer resorts and shot 
liimself. The third brother keeps a plaee at one 
■ of the most fashionable Summer resorts, and is 
popular and prosperous, and it is to be hoped he 
may escape the terrible fate of hereditary 
suicide. 

Among the distinguished men of history who 
were advocates of self-homicide may be named 
Donne, Hume, Gibbon, Montaigne, Montes¬ 
quieu, and lastly, though not least, Hugh Mil¬ 
ler, the great geologist, who one night destroy¬ 
ed himself in his library. 

Robert of Normandy, surnamed the “Devil,” 
committed suicide, and left behind him a manu¬ 
script defending tho act, maintaining that there 
was no law that forbids a person to deprive him¬ 
self of life, that the love of life is to be subser¬ 
vient to that of happiness; that the body is but a 
contemptible machine, the preservation of which 
we ought not to so highly value; if the human 
soul be immortal, it receives but a slight injury; 
but if not, the greatest advantage. 

Montaigne was of opinion that pain and the | 
fear of suffering a worse death, seem to be ex¬ 
cusable excitements to suicide. Montesquieu 
attributes the great enterprises and the valor of 
the Romans to the power they assumed over 
their own lives, which enabled them to escape 
from erery other power, Shakespeare keenly 

I appreciated this, and makes it a great point in ! 
his play of Julius Cffisar, and Larry Barrett and 
Davenport, as the noblest Romans of the cast, 
bring to bear the dramatic climax of suicide, 
every night at Booth’s. Without murdering 
the play itself, Roesoau advocates self-homicide 










in his Ueloiae; Becoaria maintains that the sui- ! 
cide does less injury to his country than the em¬ 
igrant. The former leaves his property be¬ 
hind him, whereas the latter carries with him 
part of his substance. 

We have the record before U3 of various re¬ 
markable suicides, where may be deducted the 
different Jj motives that drove the unfortunate 
victims to despair. 

: L— was a young flour dealor on Broadway, 
in this city. On the afternoon of his marriage, 
while his bride and guests wero in an adjacent 
room, he lay upon a bed, and placed a pistol to 
his head and blew his brains out. Ho had pro¬ 
fessed great love for his bride, and yet the al¬ 
leged reason for his rash act was that he didn’t 
want to get married, and the fact that he was 
actually married prompted him to shoot him¬ 
self. Eis bride, within an hour, was made a 
wife and a widow. Verdict in that case tempo¬ 
rary insanity. 

M-, a young man of twenty-seven years of 

age, was married to the object of his affections. 
Six. months afterwards he attempted his life. 
The motive to this desperate step was the low 
spirits he had observed in his wife, and which he 
could only attribute to some involuntary offense 
he might have given, which convinced him that 
he could not make her happy. Wo know a good 
many wives, who with their husbands, would 
come to the same conclusion, and vice versa. 
Verdict insanity. 

The following was found in the diary of a sui¬ 
cide, taken from his coat pocket by one of the 
Deputy Coroners : 

“It has pleased the Almighty to weaken my 
understanding, to undermine ray reason, and to 
render me useless for the discharge of my duty. 
My blood boils in billows of despair. It must 
have vent—how ? I possess a place to which I 
am a dishonor, inasmuch as I am incapable of j 
discharging its duties properly. I therefore pre- j 
vent some better man from doing it more jus- I 
tice. I live in luxury, eat in sin, and yet I live! | 
I have a wife, also a son. Alas! And yet, it is ! 
better that I yield myself to a timely sacrifice, 
rather than to permit a delusion to continue 
longer. It is the duty of every one to do that 
which his situation requires, reason commends 
and his conscience approves. My life, such as 
it is, is a mere animal life, devoid of reason; a 
life which, in my opinion, stands in opposition 
to duty, is moral death, and worse than that 
which is natuial. In favor of the few whose 
lives I cannot vender happy, it is at least my 
duty not to become an oppression. I ought to 
relieve them from a weight, which, sooner or 
later cannot fail to crush them.” 

Had such a letter been found in Secretary of 
War Belknap's desk, and his body in the Poto¬ 
mac, in view of the events which have just trans¬ 
pired, would the verdict have been suicide— 
cause, insanity ? In the case in question the 
unfortunate writer sent his wire to church on 
Sunday, then cut. his throat without killing him¬ 
self ; he then opened the arteries of his wrist, 
and again failed; he staggered to the window 
and saw his wife returning home, upon which he 
seized a large dirk-knife and stabbed himself to 
the heart. He was a man of learning and was 
incorruptibly honest, and had been a judge. His 
mother had once been deranged—a circumstance 
that warranted the verdict that was rendered, 
“ suicide while laboring under temporary insan¬ 
ity.” 












